EVELYN'S  FRIENDS
selves with all their advantages and (God knows)
small furniture/5
His very severe trials In his work for the Prisoners
are enlarged on by Evelyn In a letter written in
September of the same year, and he pleads that his
request for more money may be laid before Lord
Clarendon. "I am a plain country gentleman/3
he writes, "yet hear and see and observe, as those In
the valleys best discern the mountains. This nation
is ruined for want of activity on our parts; religion
and gratitude on all."
Clarendon House, which was built by -Pratt, is the
subject of Evelyn's admiration as "the best contrived,
the most useful, graceful and magnificent house In
England.5' It was demolished not long afterwards by
Sir Thomas Bond. The space is now occupied by
Old Bond Street. Lord Cornbury succeeded his
father as 2nd Earl of Clarendon in 1674. James II,
who had married his sister, appointed him Lord-
Lieutenant of Ireland in 1686.
There Is a graphic account In the Diary of Evelyn's
visit to Swallowfield,* which came Into Cornbury's
possession through his wife, whom Evelyn speaks of
as "a most religious and virtuous lady," "Everyone
was in tears" at the departure of Lord and Lady
Clarendon for Ireland. A great dinner-party as a trial
"of a master-cook whom Sir Stephen Fox had re-
commended to go with his Lordship Into Ireland"
was held in London, at which Evelyn was present.
During his very brief tenure of office In Ireland,
*See page 290.